William Anthony Westley

May 17, 1920 - October 9, 2012

WESTLEY, William Anthony —May 17, 1920-October 9, 2012-Died peacefully
with his daughters at his side, at the age of 92. Bill grew up in and around
New York City and as a young man set out to obtain the best education
possible. He attended Cornell University and the University of Chicago until
the war interrupted his studies. Prior to leaving for India, where he served in
intelligence, he married the love of his life, Margaret Weaver. After the war, he
embarked on a PhD in Sociology at the University of Chicago. His doctoral
dissertation formed the basis of his groundbreaking book Violence and the
Police. In 1951 he moved to Montreal with his family to take a position at
McGill University, where he remained for his entire career as a professor, chair
of the Sociology Department and director of the Industrial Relations Centre.
Later in life he established the consultant firm STS Associates and was
honoured as Emeritus Professor at McGill. He and Margaret divided their time
between Montreal and their country home in Hatley, Quebec, where they were
active members of the community. His last years, after Margaret died, were
spent in Stratford and Waterloo where he continued to engage in vigorous
intellectual debate and lit up every room with his infectious laughter.
Predeceased by his wife, Margaret Weaver Westley, he is survived by his
sister Joan Lucas, brother David Westley (Dianne) and his three children Neil
(Conney), Frances (Fred Bird) and Meg (Jay Klassen.) He will be missed by
all of them, as well as by his grandchildren Kim, Dawn (Gene), Jason, William,
Jenny, Andrew, Eric, Katie, Clara (Ola), Jane, Mike, Jamie and step-



grandchildren Rebecca (Adrian), Bruce (Natasha), Aaron (Liz) and Carla
(Anna.)He is also survived by fourteen great-grandchildren. Donations may be
made in his memory to Dying With Dignity Canada www.dyingwithdignity.ca or
the Waterloo Regional Homes for Mental Health www.waterlooregionalhomes.
com. A memorial service will be held November.
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
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January 17, 2023 at 11:01 AM

Neil, I am so sorry to read of your Dad's death. | remember him as
such a wise man, and an involved and open-minded father, full of
good humour. It isn't easy to lose a wonderful parent. | hope that the
fact that your Dad had an effect on so many of us is a comforting
thought.

A big hug to you,

Barbara (Baily)

Barbara Malcolmson Baily - November 02, 2012 at 02:52 PM
We are saddened today to read of Bill's death. He and Margaret
were our neighbours in Hatley Village for many years and we often
felt ourselves blessed to have such a generous, joyful couple
nearby. So our thoughts are with his family today as you grieve.
Know that you are not alone. Bill and Margaret had many friends.

Michael Bradley and Suzanne Kohl and family.

Michael Bradley - October 15, 2012 at 01:19 PM



